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CC STUDENTS LAUNCH BIG IDEAS
 AT SEVENTH ANNUAL BIG IDEA COMPETITION

Students pursue prize money of up to $25,000 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – Jan. 30, 2019 – Four teams emerged from the semifinal rounds to participate in Colorado College’s seventh annual Big Idea pitch competition and a chance to win up to $25,000. They were culled from a field of 11 semifinalists, whose team members pitched everything from cutting-edge sleep therapies to detecting toxic metals in water to tackling the problems of social isolation. 

The final round will be held at 3 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 7 in the Celeste Theatre in the Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave. The event is free and open to the public.

The competition provides an opportunity for students to win up to $25,000 in seed money for business, non-profit or social enterprise innovations. This year, instead of the $50,000 that was available in the past, half the funding is being used to create programming related to the Big Idea that will increase access and allow more students the opportunity to benefit from the competition, says Dez Stone Menendez ’02, director of Innovation at CC. 
The four teams competing in the final round are:

· Advanced Water Sensing (AWS): Team members Jose Monge Castro ’20, Nick Humphrey ’19, Riley O’Sullivan ’19 and Bradley Thomas ’19. AWS provides people the ability to detect toxic metals in their water affordably, accurately and quickly.
· Infinite Chemistry: Team members Prakhar Gautam ’20, Pietro Giacomin ’20, Kochi Nakajima ’20 and Paul Price ’20. Infinite Chemistry is software that changes the way students learn chemistry by allowing them to visualize and interact with 3D molecules in a Virtual Reality (VR) environment that lets them analyze, visualize and create chemical reactions. 
· Momentix: Team members Alana Aamodt ’18 and Anna Gilbertson ’19. Momentix’s mission is to use creative fun to transcend inequalities in STEM. By engaging kids in open-ended play, Momentix unleashes unlimited possibilities with their toy kit at the overlap between science and creativity. 

· SaFire: Team members Louie Shi ’19, Christian Kennedy ’19 and D Adams ’19. SaFire aims to listen to the needs of emerging market consumers and offer high quality laptops at fair prices to underserved customers. 
The teams that made it to the semifinal round are:
· eduEats: Team members Lili Uchida ’20, Hugh Alessi ’20, Georgie Nahass ’20, Patrick Ende ’20, Max Pil ’20 and Margot Flynn ’20. eduEats aims to provide a streamlined service for college students to obtain food in a community-focused and convenient manner.
· Aribba: Team members Eyner Roman ’19, Noah Smith ’20 and Oliver Jones ’20. Arriba’s mission is to make higher education accessible to all students in Peru.
· In Real Life (IRL): Team members Sawyer Freeman ’20 and Kage Guenther ’21. IRL is an app that tackles the problems of social isolation through psych-informed match-making.
· Cuddlefish: Team members Bryce Riffenburgh-Kirby ’19 and Aaron Riffenburgh-Kirby (student at UC Berkeley). Cuddlefish uses technology to bring cutting-edge sleep therapies to insomniacs for a fraction of current prices.

· Pickr: Team members Lilly Chen ’19 and Tan Chen (Lilly’s older brother). Pickr is an algorithm that solves difficulties with meal planning, addressing inefficiencies in preference, time and budget.
· Lobti Fri: Team members Chaline Lobti ’19 and David Trevithick ’17. Lobti Fri aims to ensure that youths in developing countries, primarily girls, complete at least a secondary level education. 
· Geek Girl: Team members Lauren Weiss ’21 and Melissa LaFehr ’20. Geek Girl seeks to expose girls to computer science early and support them often. 

Many of the teams competing this year participated in a Half Block course taught by Menendez and Jake Eichengreen, director of the Quad Innovation Project. The course was geared toward helping students prepare for and compete in the competition, and included topics such as aligning a proposition with a target population, developing effective pitches and crafting executive summaries.

While The Big Idea Competition is focused on making real startups successful, the overarching objective is learning and building experiences that create bridges of relevance to the careers and activities of students beyond life at Colorado College. Eichengreen notes that the main objective is learning “how to turn an idea into something actionable,” something every student will do after graduation, regardless of their career path.
Judging this year’s final competition are:

· Craig Jonas, founder and CEO of CoPeace, the public benefit corporation he founded after developing the concept of “interdependent flux.” A modern Berkshire Hathaway, CoPeace is a holding company for impact-driven business. Jonas oversees the company’s fundraising, selection criteria, executive management and fiduciary duties.
· Susan Smith Kuczmarski ’73, co-founder Kuczmarski Innovation, the innovation consulting firm that launched the Chicago Innovation Awards in 2002. Now celebrating 17 years, the Chicago Innovation Awards highlights the creative spirit of Chicago by focusing attention on the most significant new products and services in the region.

· Michelle Gabrieloff-Parish ’00, energy and climate justice manager at CU Boulder, the largest and oldest university environmental center in the country. She is the founder of the Eco-Social Justice Leadership Program and FLOWS, which partners students and low-income community members for conservation projects in affordable housing. She also is a co-founder and executive board member of the Just Transition Collaborative.
· UB Ciminieri, chief strategic connections officer for Jobber Group. He has worn many hats in his career — business development, client support, solutions consultant, marketing, training, speaking — and his work with various technology startups in Colorado has given him a front row seat as to how companies are built.
· Jared Barnard ’06, a patent attorney who works with startup and mid-size companies to protect their intellectual property. Working with a variety of clients in the software, medical device and biotechnology industries, Barnard specializes in helping startup and mid-market companies navigate and handle everything from early startup to financing rounds and exit transactions.
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,100 undergraduate students take one class at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. In 2016, Colorado College announced an alliance with the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center, and the following year the two became the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center at Colorado College, providing innovative, educational and multidisciplinary arts experiences for the campus and Colorado Springs communities. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
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